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WATERING INSTRUCTIONS Should you bag or not bag your clippings?

To bag or not to bag? That is the question!

For the past few weeks we have been in adry
weather pattern which has produced drought
stress in some yards and necessitated watering It is commonly thought that leaving grass clippings on the ground creates
5-7 days a week. That dry pattern seems to have thatch in your lawn. That is not true for southern turf grasses in residential
now changed with higher chances of rain in the lawns. Thatch actually comes from the excess build up of runners or "stolens’.
forecast. If the forecast is correct and we start Runners are fibrous and do not break down easily. Over time, stolens can

_ Se?ing rain at least 2-3 times a week, the produce a thick layer of thatch that is unhealthy for your lawn!
irrigation frequency can be reduced by a day or

two a week. Each lawn and micro environment is L . .
different. The best way to water is to pay On the other hand, grass clippings are soft and decompose quickly, adding

attention to your grass and only water when it nutrients back into the soil. Studies show that leaving the clippings to
begins to look drought stressed. Early morning decompose on the lawn instead of bagging can add up to 1/4 pound of

between midnight and 8:00 AM is the best time nitrogen per 1,000 square feet. So, save yourself some time and effort and
to water. Watering at this time of day will not feed your lawn at the same time by leaving the clippings on the ground

prolong the number of hours the grass is already instead of bagging next time you mow!
wet from the dew, decreasing the likelihood of

disease, less water will be lost to evaporation . - " "
> Mowing Heights for
and the wind is calmer at night, not blowing the e 9 ) e How frequent mowing helps Improve lawn

irrigation stream off course. Florida Turfgrass density & suppress weed growth? _
Frequently mowing your lawn does more than keep it
looking tidy, it actually promotes the lawn's health in a
couple different ways. First, it promotes lawn density.
Imagine a shrub that's only pruned infrequently, it will
produce a few long branches instead of multiple short
ones and become tall and leafy instead of short and

dense. The same thlng happens with grass. Infrequent mowing produces a lawn with
longer, fewer blades. Frequent mowing produces a denser lawn with more blades.
Note: This does NOT mean cutting the grass shorter and shorter. It means cutting the
grass at its optimum height on a regular basis. The second benefit of frequent mowing
is that it puts pressure on weeds. Many varieties of weeds do not thrive at the same
height grass thrives at and causes them stress by continually cutting them off, making

What we are doing this month and why. them more susceptible to herbicide opplicatio-ns. .
This month we will continue applying our A Comprehenswe Guide To

growing season fertilizer formula which Yellow Stripey Things
contains NITROGEN. Nitrogen encourages . -
the grass to produce new growth and é 5 ’ ,I%\ »\\ /ﬂ@
. PR 2

chlorophyll which makes it green. We are also

St. Augustine Bahia  Zoysia Centipede Bermuda

3.5"4" g 225" 1.5"2" 0.75"1.5"

. . Carpenter Bee Honey Bee
continuing to apply pre-emergent weed b T ”"W: L i
control to suppress weeds. We will apply L1 L LN ;
pre-emergent weed control throughout the = f
year to keep constant pressure on weed @ ﬁ "

populations. We are also applying post
emergent weed control to control actively
growing weeds. Mole crickets are active at

this time. We will treat them as needed. We
h . hinch PREFER TO RECEIVE A HARD COPY OF OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER?

ave se.er? very lltt.le sod web worm or ¢ mc. A hard copy subscription to our newsletter mailed to you each month is available for only $47 per
bug activity yet this year. When we do we will year! Call our office today 850-939-9868 to request your hard copy subscription!

be adding insecticide to our overall 4 /
treatment mix. Disease we are now past the ’ ?W r '
temperature window most disease activity )/ .

occurs but we will keep a close eye out for ‘/L‘ CF '

disease activity and apply fungicide as
needed when we notice disease aCtiVity Copyright © 2025 Father And Son Pest and Lawn Solutions, All rights reserved.

Bumblebee Hoverfly .
Clcada Killer Dirt Dauber
a

« also pollinates stuff very well « wears yellow stripey uniform to scare you
% n: Y Ipey ¥ gmma,es « almost never stings anything but spiders
b ground

« sofatit shouldn't be able to fly e il doanyihing o you
« willlet you pet it without getting agitated angs out in fields
« actually a flying panda fouows you i it likes you

+ ho said nest
« coolest looking of the wasps

occurring.
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