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The growth of the grass is now slowing considerably and it
will be going dormant when temperatures get below freezing.
Is scalping the lawn a good thing to do to prepare it for
winter? With warm season turf grasses, there is no need to
cut the lawn any shorter than normal at the end of the
growing season. Until the lawn goes completely dormant and
turns brown, the grass blades are still going to
photosynthesize the sunlight to produce energy for the lawn.
Cutting the it short would just reduce that ability. Also, after
the lawn goes dormant, the brown grass blades will still help
the lawn by buffering the runners from ware and freezing
temperatures through the winter so they will be healthy and
produce new grass blades next spring. So no, it’s not a good
idea to cut your lawn extra short for the off season. 

WATERING INSTRUCTIONS
Temperatures are now 70s during the day

and 50s at night. This, combined with
shorter day light hours reduces the grasses

need for hydration so sprinkler systems
can now be shut off and irrigation pumps

drained until next March.

IS NOW A GOOD TIME TO INSALL
NEW SOD?

I recently received this question from a
customer wanting to know if it was alright

to install sod now or wait until it warms up.
Here is my answer: Yes now, is a good time
to lay sod. There’s less stress on the new
sod with the cooler weather as it roots in.

Be careful not to over water it though.
Right now you would water 2-3 times a

week for new sod would be plenty.

Rye is a winter grass that germinates from seed and grows well
in temperatures below 80°. Spreading rye seed over your lawn
in the fall will keep the lawn green throughout the winter. Is
this something you should do? Although having a green lawn
through the winter looks nice, there are a number of
drawbacks to over seeding a lawn with rye grass. First, your
maintenance is increased. If you enjoy mowing the lawn so 
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What we are doing this month and why.

This month we are continuing to apply our
fall/winter fertilizer formula which contains
potassium. Potassium encourages the grass

roots to store energy the grass will need next
spring to come out of dormancy. We are also

continuing to apply pre-emergent weed control
to suppress weeds. We will apply pre-emergent

weed control throughout the year to keep
constant pressure on weed populations. We are

also applying post emergent weed control to
control actively growing weeds. Mole crickets

are still active at this time. However as the
weather gets colder, their activity slows down a

bit. We will treat them as needed. Sod web
worm and chinch bug activity has ceased for

this year. Overall dryer weather will now
decrease Disease activity although we will

continue to watch for it and apply fungicide as
needed.
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SHOULD YOU SCALP YOUR LAWN AT THE END OF THE
GROWING SEASON BY CUTTING IT REALLY SHORT?

much you want to continue on mowing though the winter, that’s not a problem. However,
keeping the ryegrass healthy becomes a push-pull when it comes to the permanent warm
season grass that is trying to go into dormancy. Ryegrass will need to be fertilized with
nitrogen to get it to grow well. Warm season turf grasses should not have nitrogen applied to
them when they are dormant. The rye grass also pulls other nutrients from the soil the
permanent grass uses during the growing season. Another problem is watering. Ryegrass
should be watered regularly. However this can also cause disease to develop in the permanent
warm season grass underneath. Generally speaking, over seeding with rye grass increases
maintenance and is not healthy or the established permanent grass.

WHAT ARE THESE WEBS IN MY TREE?
Sometimes you may notice a web high up in one of your
trees. What are they and are they harmful to the tree?
These are created by “tent caterpillars.” Tent caterpillars
are larval form of a moth that spins a protective web in
trees, uses the tree leaves for food until it transforms into 

a moth and flies away. Tent caterpillars are temporary, seasonal pests and do
relatively little damage to trees. Treatments are not effective on them because their
“tent”; protects them from any pesticides applied to the tree. Consequently,
treatment is not recommended.


